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Dear Prospective Member, 
 

Thank you for your interest in the McNeese State University Drumline! There is a 
lot of planning being done for the upcoming year for the MSU Drumline.  
 

Our auditions for the 2020 season will begin Saturday, May 9th, 2020. Please 
refer to the MSU Bands website for specific times. Below are some details on the 
auditions as well as general information concerning the MSU Drumline. 
 

The audition process will consist of selecting the drum you wish to audition for 
and playing exercises within a full ensemble setting. Please note that there are no “cuts” 
from the drumline, and that everyone will be able to perform. However, there are a finite 
number of spots in each section, so being as prepared and as versatile as possible will be 
your best bet in insuring you a position that you are looking for. Audition materials are 
provided on the MSU Bands website. There are a set of exercises that focus on fundamentals, as 
well as more modern “lot exercises” that will be used throughout the season. ALL EXERCISES 
SHOULD BE LEARNED PRIOR TO THE AUDITION DATE. All exercises are in score 
format, unless otherwise noted. Those auditioning for the tenor line, please have the various 
splits for the exercises learned so they can be applied during the audition, as well as being able to 
play the tenor part on a single drum. If auditioning for bass drum, being familiar with all 5 parts 
is encouraged, though also try to focus on learning at least 2 of the parts thoroughly so as to 
ensure your best possible audition. 
 
 After the initial audition date on May 9th, there will be some “clinic days” during the 
summer. These will help to develop members skills as the summer progresses, and while not 
required, are encouraged. The final portion of the audition occurs at the beginning of Band Camp 
in August. Here your progress throughout the summer will be evaluated and final decisions on 
who plays what drum will be determined. 
 
Other information you should know about the MSU Drumline: 
 
- Snares play with TRADITIONAL GRIP. 
- The Tenors we use are 5 drum with 4 main drums and a single shot drum. 
- There is no Front Ensemble or “Pit”. 
- Marking Time for the MSU Marching Band starts on the LEFT foot. 
 
If there are any questions you have concerning the drumline, please feel free to contact me at the 
e-mail address below. Again, thank you for your interest in the MSU Drumline, and I look 
forward to seeing you in May… 
 

Sincerely, 
 

Brian Nozny 
bnozny@mcneese.edu 
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Double Beat (AKA A/B)

Paul Rennick
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Tenor
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Cymbal
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Diddle Gallop
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Tenor
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Cymbal
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* Triple-stroke variation = replace all diddles with triple-strokes
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5/8 Flams
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Tenor
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This exercise should act as a framework where you can place other rudiments in as

needed.  Examples can include:

Replace the 8th Notes with:

Flam-Taps

Flam-Paradiddles

Flam-a-cues

Patty-Fla-Flas

Sixtuplet Swiss Triplets

Sixtuplet Flam-Accents

Flam-Inverts

Replace the 16th note stickings with Swiss Triplets

Swiss-Triplets

Cheeses

Flam-Drags

Cheese-5's
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Sixtuplet Development
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Paradiddle-diddle Development
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